[Benign pleuropathies due to asbestos: their clinical prognostic significance and the medicolegal aspects].
Benign pleural disease due to asbestos, which at present is frequently the sole lesion in asbestos-exposed subjects due to the fall in full-blown asbestosis, consists of a series of phenomena of increasing severity, from minor manifestations without functional impairment, to manifestations associated with proven functional damage due directly to or as a consequence of as yet undiagnosed parenchymal asbestosis. In assessing individual cases from a medico-legal viewpoint, benign pleural disease must always be considered as a morbid manifestation of asbestos exposure. The implications for prognosis and insurance purposes must, however, take account of various factors such as internal dose, whenever detectable, time elapsed since beginning of exposure, presence and extent of functional damage. The tendency of assessing pleural disease merely as an indicator of past asbestos exposure should in any case be abandoned.